2O8                               OLIVER   CROMWELL.
Bedford in the midland. The Earl of Newcastle was laying siege to Hull in the north.
Lincolnshire had recently (September 20, 1643) become a part of the Eastern Association ; and Manchester and Cromwell were working with their usual energy to clear the county of Royalist troops, as they had already cleared every other county in the territory under their charge. At Winceby, a small hamlet among the Wolds, a fight occurred on October nth between their forces and a large body of Royalists. The Cavalier cry was " Cavendish," in memory of him who had fallen in the bog at Gainsborough. That of the Roundheads was " Truth and Peace." The Parliament charge was led by Cromwell impetuously ; but, as he advanced in full career, his horse was killed and fell upon him. Endeavouring to rise, he was knocked down by Sir Ingram Hopton, to whose sword his life would have been yielded up, but for the prompt and gallant succour of his men. Being quickly rescued from his peril he mounted a trooper's horse, and shouting " Truth and Peace," pressed onward. The fury of his assault forced the Royalists back on their reserves in great disorder; the combat was sharp and bloody ; and soon the Cavaliers fled away before the indomitable Puritan, but not until they had left their Commander, Sir Ingram Hopton, dead on the field, and near one thousand of their fellows killed or taken.1
Cromwell had been appointed Governor of Ely, and the services in the Cathedral there under the English ritual were exceedingly offensive to the Puritans of the place. Cromwell accordingly addressed a note to the rector, the Reverend Mr. Hitch, in these sharp words:
"ELY, loth January, 1643. "Mr. HITCH:
l* Lest the Soldiers should, in any tumultuary or disorderly way, attempt the reformation of the Cathedral Church, I require you to forbear altogether your choir service, so unedifying and offensive ; and this as you shall answer it, if any disorder should arise thereupon.
*' I advise you to catechise, and read and expound the Scripture to the people ; not doubting but the Parliament, with the advice of the Assembly of Divines, will
1 Rushworth, vol. v., p. 281.